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The Honorable Caylord Relson, 21st Januvary, 1970
Congress of the United States,

louse of Representatives,

Washington D,L. 20515.

Dear Ssaator Melson,

I hopa T v11ll be sceing you Saturday morning in Washington, but
just in caaa ocur paths don't cross I thought I'd better write to you
about two watters.

First, concerning our 'phone coaversation the other day, my
article for The Progressive is well undar way and will get in well
bafora the deadlina.

Second, (and wmore {mportant) I have beon semevhat disturbed by
recent publicity on the pill, and wanted to pass on soie thoughts to
you (for whatever they are worth).

A3 you kaew no drug can be conridered 100Z safe, and the pild
i5 no excoption. The fundamental question 4s: do the benefite of the
pill outweirh the risks. I think this question wust be answvered
largely on an individual basis, and the ansver for any individual will
depend on hoth peraonsl and sdcletal factovs. Sone ozarples:

(1) Seae women will not tolerate the pill well and should not
usa it.

(2) ‘Yany sophisticated couples will prefer to have tha male
vacsectomized after tho desirved famlly is completed rather thaao
expose the wonan to any risk, no matter hov windscule, from
further usa of the pill. ‘

(3) Risks of death from pregnancy end childbirth vary with
naternal nutrition and quality of health care. In soma develeped
comiries these may be small encugh to tip the risk-henefit

rates against the pill for some patients. In wany underdevelcoped
countries maternal risks may be high ecough-te favor the pill for
virtually sll patients.

(4) In ealeulating vicke the mental health of a woman having
an unwanted child, and the psycholorical visks to that chfld,
st be considered. 80 nust the very grave socletal risks of
ovarpapulation.
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Finally, let me point out that a much safer pill could probsbly
be developed 1f a somevhat higher risk of failure (accidental
pregnancy) could be accepted. If the Federal Covernment would pass
a law banning anti-abortion statutes and instituting a program of
subgsidized abortion I am confident such a pill would be very accept-
able. Women would know that they had a& 'back-up" 4in case the pill
failed.

In conclusion I think 4t would be tragic 1f the government
banned the pill. In particular this would lead other countries,
where the benefits would generally be higher, to follow suit. It is
important that all physicians and all American women in their reproduc-
tive years be as fully informed as possible so that they may make the
appropriate risk-benefit calculations in each case -- and the govern-
ment should continue its research programs in this area. The pill
ghould not be banned.

Best regards,

Paul R. Ehrlich,
Professor of Bilology
PRE:pas
ce:  PRep. P.M, McClosky

bec: Albert Bowers, 67 Selby Lane, Atherton, Calif. 94025
DPr. Carl Djerassi, Dept. of Chemistry, Stanford University.



